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ceeded, shortly after the death of John Asen II of Bulgaria.
Stephen Uros I reigned for thirty-three years, a period of
peace, during which the natural resources of the country and
its commerce were developed, largely by merchants'from
the neighbouring Dalmatian coast. The King shocked the
Byzantines by the crude simplicity of his life; nevertheless
they sought his alliance—in vain, as he was disinclined to
embark on restless political activities. Moreover, thanks
perhaps to his Latin wife, his sympathies were more Latin
than Greek.
In 1276 Stephen Uros was ousted by his son Stephen
Dragutin, a fanatical cripple, who eventually gave place to
his brother Stephen Milutin, Stephen Uros II (1281-1321).
Dragutin became Duke of Belgrade and Lower Bosnia, a
convert to Catholicism and an earnest persecutor of Bogo-
mils. Stephen Uros II was a man of few scruples. His
diplomacy was bewildering in its sudden betrayals; Con-
stantinople, Rome, Naples, and Hungary were all wooed and
deserted; Venice was given commercial privileges and then
saw the Serb issuing counterfeit Venetian coin. Neverthe-
less, by the time of his death Stephen had extended his
kingdom into Macedonia and Bosnia and down the Adriatic
coast. He had even for a while thought of winning Con-
stantinople in the right of his wife, the Byzantine Princess
Simonis.
His heir was his bastard Stephen Decanski, Stephen Uros
III, a worthy disciple of his father's methods. He, too,
increased the kingdom, his great feat being the battle of
Velbuzd, which left Serbia unquestionably supreme amongst
the southern Slavs and made the annexation of Bulgaria a
matter of practical politics. But DeJzanski, probably wisely,
preferred to leave Bulgaria a vassal state. A year later, in
1331, Decanski was deposed and strangled by his son
Stephen Dusan (Stephen Uros IV).
Under Dusan Serbia reached its zenith. His campaigns
in Bosnia and on the Adriatic coast were not wholly success-
ful; he neither crushed the former nor conquered all the
latter, though his influence was paramount there, as in
Bulgaria also. But his main political activities were directed
against Byzantium. Like so many great Balkan rulers he

